
 
 
 
Alec Mclaren-Todd has been with our company for more than ten years and gives a really useful insight into 
what it’s like to be an Engineer Surveyor.  He has spent time in a number of different roles with our 
company and really lives up the ‘no two days are the same’ saying we hear a lot across the British 
Engineering Services Group.  
 
Alec is a valuable member of our team and we’d love you to hear what he has to say about his experience 
with our company so far…we think you’ll find it useful! 
 
Our company can be traced back well over 100 years. I started my journey as a Machinery Engineer Surveyor 
with the business back in February 2011 as a fresh faced 24 year old, early in my career. Having served just 
over 10 years I can honestly say it’s a career that I’ve never found boring and have some genuinely great 
memories. I came from a lift engineering background and to this day I still feel very fortunate to be given the 
opportunity to become an Engineer Surveyor at such a young age. In my time with the company, it has gone 
from a sleepy organisation to this fast paced and fast-growing engineering inspection business with the birth 
of the British Engineering Services Group in 2015.  New acquisitions have joined the group recently, and I’m 
sure there are more in the pipeline!  
 
My own personal journey had me relocating to Liverpool from my hometown of Leicester, where I inherited 
the Liverpool City Centre and Liverpool Docks district from one of our local legends who was about to retire. I 
had some very prestigious clients such as the Royal Liver Building and Liverpool One with some seriously big 
shoes to fill. I found it hard at first, but one thing new starters come to quickly realise is the huge amount of 
support you get from the technical staff and other colleagues. The training was great, and I loved the different 
‘modules’ of kit we inspect. This can range anything from a humble D shackle all the way to a huge crawler 
crane.  My forte was always lifts, and when I was faced with the 20+ storey buildings of Liverpool I felt right at 
home. You have to have a head for heights in this profession! 
 
I’ve also spent time as an in-field trainer.  I’d always enjoyed my time training and just how welcome some of 
the more established surveyors had made me feel and I wanted to give something back. The in-field trainers 
are expected to take new starters, or existing surveyors gaining additional modules, out on site and pass on 
expertise to enable them to successfully get through rigorous assessments to the very high standards expected 
by the business. I like to think I do a good job at this, nobody’s failed so far so that can’t be a bad thing! The 
competency level expected of your average BES surveyor far surpasses our competitors, so if you’re reading 
this and are trying to get on board here, expect a very challenging and very interesting first few weeks learning 
merely the basics! 
 
The surveyor role has taken me all around the UK.  While assisting other teams, I was able to work on the 
offshore wind inspection team.  I was also recently supported through a relocation to Northern Ireland where I 
now live with my young family. There really aren’t many other jobs like an Engineer Surveyor.  You regularly 
meet colleagues that have done the role for decades and a lot of that is down to the variety of kit we look at 
and all the different locations. It’s not all smiles and smooth sailing; if it’s raining I get wet, if it’s hot, I’m 
sweaty, some clients are awkward, some can’t do enough to help you. But all in all still, it’s all good stuff and 
helps keep you on your toes! 
 
 


