
 

 

 

Blair Roden joined our company in March 2020 having spent most of his adult life in the 

armed forces.  His energy and enthusiasm was obvious from the very start and he has very 

quickly become a valued member of the team.  Blair is everything we love in our people, 

he embraces his role and is focused on helping make sure our customers leave nothing to 

chance.  We’d love you to read more about his experience with our company so far… 

 

I left the Royal Navy’s submarine service at the start of the year with nervous anticipation to what was next for me in 

life outside the Navy, however I feel that my transition into the working world has gone smoothly. Having done 

research on career paths out with the armed forces, it became apparent that British Engineering Services was the right 

fit for me. The careers team have been extremely helpful in guiding me into my new career path, assisting me through 

applications and notifying me on jobs available in my area. A moment at the start of my training which has stuck out 

for me, was getting to know the CEO Stewart Kay. It was seeing the CEO of British Engineering Services take time out 

of his day to get to know new trainees, showing that we are valued members of this company, which assured me that 

I had made the right career move.    

 

This year has presented everyone with new challenges which could not have been foreseen. I was anxious that this 

career change had come at the wrong time, however I could not have been more wrong. Thankfully, British Engineering 

Services have been extremely supportive, repurposing and adapting myself and the other trainees, providing us with 

work to do at home, and further training via Microsoft teams. Now I can say that in addition to holding the title of 

Machinery Surveyor, British Engineering Services have afforded me the opportunity to train as a Pressure Surveyor; 

which is something I am very much enjoying. 

 

The job of a Machinery Surveyor is diverse and challenging; something I thrive in given my background. Every day I am 

presented with new challenges, which I enjoy. Inspection wasn’t what I thought it was before I started it and is certainly 

not easy. It gives me great pleasure to say that I get to travel to lots of different places, with varying clients to reassure 

them that their safety is paramount.  

 

My training as a Machinery Surveyor is still ongoing, as there is always something to learn. Currently I am training to 

inspect passenger lifts, learning from trainers who are some of the most knowledgeable and experienced in the 

country; having recently been presented the Princess Royal Training Award. This training has been both challenging 

and rewarding, filling me with confidence knowing that I am learning about advanced machinery, but more importantly 

learning from people who have a plethora of knowledge and a wealth of experience.  



I am getting used to the life on the road as an Engineer Surveyor, slowly learning to stand on my own two feet whilst 

at different sites across the central belt of Scotland and beyond. Luckily the support given by the Technical Specialists, 

and other Surveyors who are always willing to take a phone call and provide advice should it be needed. Although I 

work on my own, I feel I am still part of one big team who will look out for each other, and provide support and 

assistance, should it be needed.  

 

I would recommend working for British Engineering Services to all of my former colleagues, industry friends and to 

others in the inspection field. It makes me very proud to talk about my job and enjoy when people reach out to ask 

about the job. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time thus far in with British Engineering Services and look forward to a 

long career with them.  

 
 

 

 

 

 


